
Copyright © 2020 by the American Property 
Casualty Insurance Association

Relying More on MVRs  
Hurts Oregon Drivers
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MVRs Exacerbate Racial & Social Inequities 
STUDIES FROM 2011 – 2019 DOCUMENT RACIAL BIAS IN TRAFFIC STOPS, SEARCHES & ARRESTS

Oregon’s Minorities & Low-Income Drivers will be Hurt 
by Increasing Reliance on MVRs in Insurance Rating

   Banning objective rating factors causes increased reliance on  
motor vehicle records (MVRs).

  MVRs are not always fair. Studies show bias in traffic stops, searches & arrests.

  Low-income drivers cannot mask tickets to improve their MVR.

  MVRs are less accurate and more expensive than other rating factors.

Banning Rating Factors Could Increase Insurance  
Costs for Low Income Drivers

•  Accident reporting thresholds have increased, resulting in fewer accidents on MVRs. 
Inaccurate MVRs force safer drivers to subsidize riskier drivers.

•  Oregon law allows traffic schools to mask tickets. Not all drivers can afford to pay for 
traffic school, forcing lower income earning drivers to pay more for insurance.

•  MVRs are more expensive to access than credit-based insurance scores, and that 
extra cost is likely to be passed onto consumers via higher premiums. Credit reports 
cost pennies on the dollar while Oregon MVRs cost $11.83 each. 

A 2011 study, Police Behavior 
during Traffic and Street Stops, 
from the U.S. Department of 
Justice found:   

•  Black drivers are 30% more likely 
to get pulled over in a traffic 
stop.

•  Black and Hispanic drivers were 
both ticketed and searched at 
higher rates than white drivers.

The Stanford Open Policing Project 
reviewed 200 million traffic and 
search stops nationwide and found:

•  Black drivers are 20% more likely 
to get pulled over than white 
drivers.

•  Black and Hispanic drivers are 
searched more than white drivers.

The Portland Police Bureau Strategic 
Services Division’s 2019 Annual Report 
on Stops Data Collection found:

•  Black drivers are more than twice as 
likely to be searched or pulled over 
and are significantly more likely to be 
arrested.

•  Hispanic drivers are significantly more 
likely to be cited than other perceived 
racial groups. 

https://openpolicing.stanford.edu/findings/
https://beta.documentcloud.org/documents/20413131-2019stopsdatappb
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/pbtss11.pdf

